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Alpage et chalets de Roy

Alpage de la Crotte 
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Alpage de Loëx

Hameau du Vieux Mélan

Bésière de Mélan

Torrent du Giffre

13 CRISES  AND 

BANKRUPTCY

Expulsion of the Grande 
Chartreuse monks - 1903
Negative 13x18
Tomitch Radisaw, 
Gien Maeva
Musée Dauphinois Collections

For the five centuries during which it was 
operational, Mélan’s monastic business 
faced several financial crises. 

CULTURE AND HERITAGE DIRECTOR: Michel Denis / DDEPUTY-DIRECTOR / 
CONSERVATIONIST IN THE HAUTE-SAVOIE DEPARTMENT: Caroline Dugand / 
CULTURAL SITES HERITAGE BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT MANAGER: Marina 
Guichard-Croset / LA CHARTREUSE DE MÉLAN SITE MANAGER: Brigitte 
Pelissier / EXHIBITION COMMISSIONERS: Christophe Guffond et Denis Laissus 
d’après les travaux d’Alain Mélo et Lucie Pacheco / SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE: 
Juliette Châtel, Mathilde Duriez, Alain Mélo, Samir Mahfoudi, Julien Mulatier, 
Lucie Pacheco, Suzanne Rampon-Haudecoeur  / EXHIBITION TEXTS: Mathilde 
Duriez, Christophe Guffond, Denis Laissus, Lucie Pacheco / CARTOGRAPHY: 
Mathilde Duriez et Samir Mahfoudi  / PHOTOGRAPHY: Frédéric Colomban / 
SCENOGRAPHY: Jocelyn Laidebeur  / buttermilk.fr / MEDIATION DESIGN: 
Julie Chancerel, Audrey Chometon, Denis Laissus / COMMUNICATION: Pôle 
Communication Institutionnelle / CREATION OF EXPOSITION NEWSLETTER: 
Christophe Guffond, Denis Laissus / TECHNICAL INSTALLATION: Jocelyn 
Laidebeur / buttermilk.fr, Conseil départemental de la Haute-Savoie  / GESTION 
FINANCIAL AND LEGAL MANAGEENT: Cécile Deschamps, Orlanda Gomes / 
PRINTING OF EXHIBITION: SMTK / PRINTING OF EXHIBITION NEWSLETTER: 
Gutenberg imprimerie / VISITE VIRTUELLE : Thierry Alran - La Notice /  
COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES USED: Archives de l’Académie Salésienne, 
Bibliothèque Municipale de Grenoble/SDAP, Germanisches Nationalmuseum 
Nuremberg, Fonds Unité Archéologie et Patrimoine Bâti – Conseil départemental 
de la Haute-Savoie, Collections du Musée Dauphinois, Collections du Musée 
Savoisien. Département de la Savoie, Collection Paul Payot, Conseil départemental 
de la Haute-Savoie, Collection Joël Serralongue.

A Département de la Haute-Savoie exhibition. 

DISCOVER  THE DIFFERENT POSSESSIONS 
BELONGING TO LA CHARTREUSE DE MÉLAN 
FOR YOURSELF BY FOLLOWING THE SIGN-POSTED 
FOOTPATHS.

A | Grande boucle du Giffre | Boucle | 20km | 700m | 5h35 

B | Le Praz de Lys par les Pavés | Linéaire | 5,8km | 855m | A/R 4h 

C | Pic du Marcelly | Boucle | 5,1km | 500m | 3h30

D | Boucle du Marcelly | Boucle | 6km | 500m | 4h

Différentes anciennes possessions de la chartreuse de Mélan

Itinéraire de promenade  | Nom | Type | Distance | Dénivelé  | Durée

RETROUVEZ 108 IDÉES DE RANDONNÉES  sur  HAUTESAVOIEXPERIENCE.FR
ou sur  #HAUTESAVOIEXPERIENCE ,  l ’appl i  mobi le  du Département .

Alternately convent, school and then an orphanage, today the buildings of Mélan 
are one of ten cultural sites belonging to the Haute-Savoie department in France. 

From the end of the 13th century to the end of the 18th century, the Chartreuse of 
Mélan, or monastery for women, founded by Béatrice of Savoy, Dame of Faucigny, 
sheltered a community of nuns of the Carthusian order. 
In the Middle Ages, society consisted of three different orders: the ruling 
aristocratic order, a labouring order and a religious order who prayed for the 
salvation of all. The nobility and the clergy relied on the labour of the dependent 
serfs or peasants who worked their land.   

The Chartreuse of Mélan was attached to the Carthusian Order, which was 
founded in 1084 by Bruno of Cologne. It was a cloistered order whose spiritual 
and temporal constitution was written around 1121-1127 under the name of 
Customs of Chartreuse, by Guigues, prior of the Grande Chartreuse.

The Carthusian ideal outlined in these Customs provides a unique insight into 
the monastic world. It consists of an homogenous, unshared territory, called 
the desert*, that is preferably impenetrable to outsiders and able to support the 
whole community materially, implying a necessarily limited number of monks or 
nuns, there is a strict hierarchy within the community and finally, exchanges with 
the outside are limited to the absolute minimum. 

A Carthusian community was formed of two separate groups of people.  The choir 
monks lived in the “upper house” and the lay brothers* in the “lower house” where 
they produced everything that was consumed by the two groups, thereby freeing 
the choir monks, who live a life devoted to prayer, of material preoccupations.
 
The exhibition At our prayers, unite your labours. Mélan – five centuries of monastic 
business aims to provide an insight into the workings of the Chartreuse de Mélan. 

GLOSSARY

CONTEMPLATIF : se dit des ordres religieux dont les moines vivent cloîtrés.

LAY BROTHERS: monks employed in the domestic services of a monastery.

DESERT : physical space defined by the limits of the monastery’s land ownership. The desert 
has enormous spiritual value, in that it symbolises withdrawal from the outside world, and 
also because it is the basis of monastic economy. 

MONIALES : religieuses.

AT OUR PRAYERS,  UNITE YOUR LABOURS.
MÉLAN – F IVE CENTURIES OF MONASTIC BUSINESS.
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CONSTRUCTION
OF THE CARTHUSIAN 
NETWORK

Notre Dame de 
Casalibus - Late 19th-
early 20th century.
(Grande Chartreuse - 38)
Negative 13x18 
Emile Duchemin
Grenoble Municipal 
Library/SDAP.A.221

THE  STRUCTURE OF 
THE  CARTHUSIAN ORDER

PRESENCE 
IN THE REGION

Couvent de la Grande 
Chartreuse. Salle du 
chapitre. Late 19th-early 
20th century.
Negative 13x18 
Henri Ferrand
Grenoble Municipal Library 
/SDAP, A.127

The Carthusian order is very present in the northern Alps and 
the southern Jura areas. 

WOMEN’S MONASTERIES  
IN THE CARTHUSIAN ORDER

The setting up of monasteries for women ( these nuns are 
known as moniales in French) was a phenomenon that was 
very limited both in terms of time period and land, and was 
a concept that integrated into the Order with considerable 
difficulty.  

ECONOMY 

OF THE CHARTREUSE 

DE  MÉLAN

A house of Carthusian nuns sheltered two separate religious 
communities: one made up of nuns and the other monks who 
helped the vicar. 

HUMAN 
RESOURCES

159. – TANINGES. 
Le Couvent de 
Meylan. Vers 
1910.
L. Fauraz, éditeur à 
Annemasse
Carte postale en 
noir et blanc
Collection Joël 
Serralongue.

Description of la Grande 
Chartreuse and the 
mountains and dependent 
buildings (zoom)
Engraving (17th Century) 
Herman Weyen
Grenoble Municipal Library, 
Pd.5 (5)

In order to support the buildings and those who inhabited them, 
the founder of la Chartreuse de Mélan endowed the Chartreuse 
with land, which was varied and therefore able to support the 
essential needs of the community.   

FOUNDATION. 
PROVIDING  FOR NEEDS

Division of goods ceded 
to la Chartreuse de Mélan 
at its foundation.

The estate given to la Chartreuse de Mélan when it was founded 
was essentially land and buildings that were varied enough to 
enable sufficiency in mountainous countryside.  

As a result of these different possessions and titles, la 
Chartreuse de Mélan found itself at the head of a small estate 
over which it exercised economic and fiscal powers. The 
Chartreuse de Mélan had the same kind of rights as those of a 
lord over his estate. 

FOUNDATION. 
THE MÉLAN ESTATE

MÉLAN ESTATE

Florin bon poids. 
Amédée de Savoie 
Achaïe - 1402.
Gold. Diametre: 2,12 
cm ; weight : 2,967 g. 
Solenne Paul
Musée Savoisien, 
Département de la 
Savoie

Over the centuries, the initial endowment made when the 
Chartreuse was founded, has been developed and adapted 
by the nuns, in order to better respond to changing needs and 
constraints over the course of time.  

HERITAGE 
DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY

La Grande Chartreuse 
door of the safe box
Photograph
Grenoble Municipal 
Library, Pd.5 (305)

In addition to monies made from exploiting the land owned by 
la Chartreuse de Mélan there were alternative income streams, 
which were essential to the running of the monastery.

The material and financial operations of the Mélan estate 
supported the monastery’s needs. Anything left over after 
needs had been met was given away, reinvested or used to feed 
a loan system. 

FINANCES

RESULTS

Mélan farm near the 
Vers Château hamlet. 
Saint-Jean-de-
Tholome.
Frédéric Colomban.
Haute-Savoie county 
council.

Sites of women’s monasteries
DAO
Mathilde Duriez

The Carthusian order is centralised. Each monastery is 
overseen by a prior. The monastery of la Grande Chartreuse is 
the Motherhouse of the order.

Sixt - 1866
Henry John Terry 
Paul Payot Collection
Département de la Haute-Savoie

CHARTREUSE FONDATION ARRET / 
DESTRUCTION PROVINCE

1
2

Prébayon
Saint-André de Ramière

1145
1170

1170
1337

Provence
Provence

3 Notre-Dame de Bertaud
Bertaud - Durbon

1188
1446

1446
1601

Provence
Provence

4 Val d’Espèrance 1222 1333 France sur 
Loire

5 Notre-Dame de Bonlieu 1222 1303 Provence

6 Notre-Dame de Buonlo 1229 1304 Lombradie

7 Notre-Dame de Poleteins 1230 - 1245 1603 - 1605 Bourgogne

8 Notre-Dame de Prémol 1234 1790 - 1792 Provence

9 Mont-Sainte-Marie de Parmenie 1259 1418 Provence

10 Notre-Dame de la Celle-Roubaud 1259 - 1260 1450 Provence

11 Sainte-Marie de Belmonte 1260 1450 Lombardie

12 ... de Molaro 1278 1303 Lombardie

13 Notre-Dame de Mélan 1282 1793 Chartreuse

14 Saint-Sauveur de Monbracco 1286 1642 Lombardie

15 Notre-Dame de Salette 1299 1792 Bourgogne

16 Notre-Dame d’Eymeux 1300 1309 Provence

17 Mont-Sainte-Marie de Gosnay 1329 1792 Picardie

18 Sainte-Anne de Bruges 1348-1350 1783 Teutonie

Grande Chartreuse

Fleuves

Chartreuses fondées au XIIe siècle

Limites de provinces 
cartusiennes

Chartreuse de femme mal localisées

Chartreuses fondées au XIIIe siècle

Chartreuses fondées au XIVe siècle


